Beloved recreation spot reborn
— thanks to volunteer spirit
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Newton Community League
president Ryan Catena hadn’t
heard the scraping of skates
along the neighbourhood’s out-
_door ice rink for two years.
~ OnMonday, that silence was
replaced with laughter and the
swish of snow pants as Catena
~and about 50 other residents
celebrated the grand reopen-
'ing of the community’s belov-
" ed recreation spot with a twirl
around the new frozen oval.
“It’s nice to walk by and see
"thelights on and blades ripping
" through the ice, the slapshots
"“and kids having fun,” Catena
“ said as families took in the re-
_opening festivities, which also
“~inchided face painting, crafts, a
~hotdog roast and free-flowing
“hot chocolate.
_ “It'sreally put a breath of life
~back into the community. It's
_always been a vibrant com-
munity, but things like this,
it just goes the distance.”
_ Although the rink has been
‘operational since December,
" Catena said Family Day made
-sense for a grand reopening.
“Tt was the perfect way to rec-
“ognize what last September’s
Community League day had
"started and how it had trans-
formed Newton residents into
~more than just neighbours.
“ “It has sent a spark into the
community. Kids are skating
“‘out there and asking, ‘Where
“do you live?’ And even at
‘an adult level, you're seeing
“neighbours come out and say,
~‘Oh, you live over there?’ It's
“really just bringing the com-
. munity together.
~ “It’s such a great feeling.”

The Newton community
rink, located in a quiet area
just north of Highlands that
features tree-lined streets and
quaint houses, closed in 2010
when it was deemed unsafe for
use. Built in the late 1950s, it
was a popular hangout for
many Newton residents, in-
cluding NHL hockey names
such as Johnny Boychuk, cur-
rently a defenceman with the
Boston Bruins, and goalie Pete
Peeters, who retired as a Phila-
delphia Flyer in 1991,

However, general wear and
tear took its toll on the space
over the years, leaving behind
dim lights, rotten boards and
splintered railings.

A contractor said he could
rebuild the rink for about
$70,000 but the community
league couldn’t afford that.
So they decided to take the
hammers and paint brushes
into their own hands. They
joined forces and turned their
Sept. 16, 2012 Community
League Day, which is usually
alive with fun and games, into
a “rebuild-the-rink-day” for
the more than 4,000 people
who call the area home.

Thanks to a revolving group
of 25 volunteers who donat-
ed their weekends for three
months straight, the commun-
ity managed to piece together a
beautiful white rink for under
$10,000.

Lori Grice, director of New-
ton’s community watch, was
one of the volunteers who
worked tirelessly to rebuild
the Newton rink.

On Monday, she strapped
on a pair of skates for the first
time in 35 years to celebrate.

The rink’s completion was
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Newton Community League president Ryan Catena and his wife Chelsea enjoy Family Day at the community’s reopened rink.

alsoa symbol for Grice. It stood
for the community’s renewed
strength after her daughter
was attacked in the park by a
man who threw an unknown
substance in her face.

Grice said Newton is a safe
and welcoming neighbour-
hood, but “every little bit”
they can do to bring neigh-
bours together will help pre-
vent such random crimes.

“Ireally believe the more vis-
ible everyone is in the com-
munity, the less vandalism, the

less crime we will have, which
is great,” Grice said.

“Ireally do believe it's made
adifference, just knowing that
(the community) knows that
we're out and about.”

Grice said the rink will also be
used for much more than pick-
up games of shinny hockey. In
the summer, residents plan to
organize movie nights in the
rink where families can bring
blankets and lie under the stars
while watching their favour-

ite films. s

Until then, Grice’s three-
year-old grandson Hayden
Matte is quite happy with his
new-found pastime of skating.
He thought skating was “fun”
and plans to return to the rink
as often as he can.

Seven-year-old Hannah-Lee
Ferguson echoed Hayden’s
excitement. She rushed mom
Brittany Ferguson, 24, by
shouting “Can we go skate
now?”

“She’ll probably be here every
night of the week,” Ferguson

laughed.

Catena said longtime New-
ton residents — like Ferguson
and her daughter —as well as
newcomers to the area have
visited the rink. He also said
people from the surrounding
Highlands area have come out
to enjoy the ice, too.

“That’s what community is
all about: Bringing everyone
together and having fun. A
rink will do that.”
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