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Newton community chips in to rebuild the outdoor rink

because a neighbour-
is old, doesn’t mean it
get a breath of new life
d then.
outdoor ice rink in
onton’s Newton area, all
vas some community
icipation.
“We got quotes from con-
s of about ($80,000) to
e rink replaced pro-
ly," said Ryan Cat-

¢ able to rebuild thls

ru _der $10,000. It’s all
nteers.’
ne of those volunteers
he rink manager, aptly
med Rienk (pronounced

“rink”) Mulder. He first
moved to the area with his
parents when he was five
and spent many hours on
the ice growing up.

“It gave me something to
do rather than watching TV
or playing video games,’ said
Mulder, who now sees his
grandkids skate on the ice he
floods.

“I used to go to school
right here. We’d run home,
get our skates after school
and run straight back here
until supper time or when-
ever mom would come to
getus.’

The neighbourhood has
been around since 1909
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when it was called the City
Park Annex. It was incorpo-
rated and renamed in 1954
around the time the local
rink was first built.

The rink has since had it's
own tumultuous history.

The attached
building burned

down in 1976. It was rebuilt
three years later and lasted
until 2010 when safety con-
cerns meant it had to be shut
down. :

The community league
took the initiative to repair
it and in the next few years
weekends were spent ham-
mering up boards and bring-
ing it back to its place as the
heart of the community. It

officially reopened again on

Family Day.
“Newton is a very genera-
tional neighbourhood. The

kids grow up and invest in
the neighbourhood,” said
Catena, who grew up there
himself and now owns the
first historical home in the
area. : .

He and the NCL hopes res-
idents of Newton embrace its
history but recently more of
their efforts have been more
directed at thwarting crime.

According to Edmonton
Police Service (EPS) online
statistics,

Newton
saw an

increase in crime from '
incidents in 2011 to 117
2012, many of them ass
break-andenters ¢

from vehicles. '

In reaction, a crxme
patrol began with volun.
teers offering to walk around
the streets in the evenin

the community is wat
out for their own. They he
also worked with the
Community Action Team
increase police presence
stem the tide of crime be
it gets out of hand.
Mulder said he th
efforts are paying off.
“The community s

while. This will he!
alot,” he said.
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