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"By “0Old Tlmer

Tn any roll call of I‘,jmcuton’" early
business. firms. the name of E}_wa*h-
1 Holgate pompunyLLtd has a ;rnomme
‘I'place, The firm had its begmnmg in 1906
‘| and insidée a iew yeﬂrs la1d claim to the
| title” ‘of " the  young" uty s« largest, real
| estate firm. In addition, it was, actwe in
| the mVLSument f;eld' o AL UE

Iﬂdeed cne of modern bdmoutans
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As well as these in-city projects, the
partners bought up several hundred
acres just outside the city limits, mainly
’co the north -and northeas’c A sideline:

a5 the Bush coal miné propertv 3 2.;6-
gcxe operation tnat was bought for $200 a
00 i v -

Windsor Park, gcncrally COnsmelcd a».

; bpsu—known residentizal dxatmcts, the
’ hlands, owes its start to this pioneer
i company The list:is, extenslve—BeHevue ]
,Behevue Aadltmn City - ;ark Annex, !
1Windsor Park and West ulemr‘e. being

recent aevempment project, came onto
the quth clgate books more than
145 year ago, vrhm the pioperfy Wash
sold to 1mcsuors in England. hue the" "
sale price was not (xr‘nounced the Ed-"

other' dlstrlms in_ which the firm was
actwely ‘ntelested

: ‘\/Iarrrath Holga % s.hrted buazmss in i l
J‘Edmonton as ‘Magrath, Hart and, Com-
Tpany. It continued, as- ‘such until 1908,

when B. A. T{olﬂafc bought out the Harb,
|interest and with W, J. Magrath. con- .

| tinued operations. tn 1911 the firm be-~
| came a- limited ¢ompany and a Ve?r
|later ’\ﬂagl th- Holfate Limited ~was
| formed.- ..

Sepuember, 1912

B X

saw Magrath- ~Hol- -
gate Limited and the. Mamath Holgate |
Company, Limited, leave the active busi-,
‘ness field. In their places Magrath and
Holgaue operated as developers of pro-
"perty’ acquned by the earlier firms. The i
first few months o
1011 of $3,500" per week set up, and $75,- ‘
000 spent on Duudmg mqte*la\]s ?lone.
I\/'afrrath qut and Co. went into Bd-..
monton’s east end with the op;mncr up
of Bellev e subdivision, in. old River Lot
28.° The Bellevue Addmon came vmuo
bemg as the c1ty puahed ‘east 1nto Rivers
\Loé, 30, whlle the mghlands sp*ancr mto
Ibemg on RWF'}.‘ Lois 32-34. - 7
\ The south half of Section 14 in'the
‘township was, ‘opened up by Magrath
JEart and Co. ag Vietoria Place and City
Park Annex, snd by th .time sorme 20
-syndicates fiad been seb-up for supdivi-
‘fsmn -development. Business opera tions
were conducted. from’ the T
“block at 40 Rast Jasper Ave.,
4befo*e Edmnn’ron adopted the “sff igh
‘tmough” 1Lmb9f1ng system and aban-
‘doned the conven :mnal grid scheme with
its Nerih, South, East and W est divisions.

.. The Highlands soon became the

major Magra‘oh -Holgate devplop*nen* and/
both partners in the firm bujl t magnifi-
‘cc—m residences in this aréa. The -Ma-
grath house cost $50,000 and IIolgates

$23,000—both immense sums considering
‘buﬂmng costs 50 years agg. Around this
time, the City of Edmonton took over the |
iHigblamL but in the mean'fime Ma-]
‘grath-Holgate had spent $10,000 on im-

provements. that made the district one of
i the ciby’s: choice- resmentlal _districts.”

. These included ‘street car Sel‘YlCE electrie
hr*ht and power, water, sewer,, te]ephone

Ies

£ operation saw a ay-‘ {

< blocks on both sides of the river——an.

glahn :Lzrt
s |

.

monton firm:let it .be’ known that the

;PirchaQCrs made “s@vexal hundred per‘i

tcent” through resale.

West Glenora, another “new”’sub—(
‘division, also passed through Magrath-
‘Holgate salesmen. This area ongmallyi
; was owned by William Humbeérstone, who
diqposed of+it in the first few years of

ncmton’s life as a c1ty. ;

Nr Vagrath branched out’into indus-,
trlal projects as well as condgc‘umg ‘his
1ea1 estate operations, and was mstru— i
‘mental in bringing Western Canada
'Foundry and Machine Co. and the Twin:
City Manufacturing Co. x’rp ﬁ?dmonton‘
Twin. City built 2 ¢;50 000 plant “here ‘and.
Magrath b presxdent of tne'
company |

'Still another: satellite firm was Apan— :
ments, Ltd,, which built apar tment |

PRy s

‘early phase of a bueiness that has made
a‘sp:‘egta‘cu‘lai'_rcs_;qumg in the last decade. |

nczute mdewa’x_s and gxaded streets.:




